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\ T an Aſſizes held at London- Derry for the ſaid City 


tember, 1172, the Judges, High Sheriffs, Foreman, and 
Grand Jury of ſaid City and County, have unanimouſly 
agreed to return their ſincere Thanks to the Rev. Doctor 
Barnard, Dean of Derry, for his moſt excellent Sermon 
preached before them on Sunday the 13th Inſtant, and 


earneſtly to requeſt, that he will be ſo good as to print 


the ſame, 
RICH. FACKSON, Fortran, 


and County of Londen-Derry, the 12th of Sep- 


MATTH. Cuae. xii. VERSE 25. 


Every Kingdom divided againſt ſelf, is brought to 
| Deſolation. 


HE words of my Text contain a ſhort Maxim, 
which the experience of all ages hath fully verified, 
and which the Divine Word hath farther authenticated, by 
appealing to it as an undeniable truth. 

The Propoſition is too ſimple to be miſconſtrued, and 


too clear to need any paraphraſe ; I ſhall therefore (with- 


out farther introduction) proceed to confider the ſcope of 
it » the following diſcourſe, in the proſecution of which 
I ſhall, 
Firſt, Endeavour to ſhew under what circumſtances a 
kingdom may be ſaid to be divided againſt itſelf. 
Secondly, I ſhall make ſuch dþſervations upon this max- 
im, as the preſent ſtate of this gountry compared with 
the premiſes will naturally ſuggeſt. 
In the moral world, as well as in the natural, effects are 
obſerved to be analogous to their cauſes; as in the one, 
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{a} Men do nit gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of tbiſtles; 
ſo in the other, ( Aflictian cometh not out of the duſt, 
neither deth troub;e ſpring out of tle ground. But there 
are conſtitutional reaſons for the various calamities of ſtates 
and empires, which (tho they are too generally overlook- 
ed by thoſe that are principally concerned in the event of 
them) a ſmall degree of diſcernment enables impartial 
poſterity to diſcover, and to trace them up to their Source, 
From a courſe of theſe obſervations, certain political max- 
ims have been deduced, which, however they may be diſ- 
regarded, are too ſelt- evident to be diſputed : That in- 
duſtry and frugality will make a nation rich; Thar 
verty is the certain conſequence of indolence and ſloth ; 
That luxury and effeminacy of manners is not leſs de- 
ſtructive of the courage and ſtrength of a people than of 
their morals; That power and proſperity is the reſult of 
national union; and, That public Deſolation is the fata 
ef. ct of unnatural Diviſions in the ſtate. 
Theſe obſervations by no means exclude the interpoſi- 
tion of that Providence, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all ; 
for ſecond cauſes are but inſtruments ia the hand of the 
Creator, who can make the flame of Diſcord his Miniſter 
to lay waſte a kingdom tor the wickedneſs of them that 
dwell therein, and the f{pirit of Peace his Angel {c) zo 
how the heart of the people as the heart of one man, when 


he willeth that it {bould be re-eſtabliſhed. 


Admitting 
a4) Matth. vii 16. (b) Job v. 6. (c) 2 Sam. xix. 14. 
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Admitting therefore the uideniable truth of the propo- 
ſition, that every kingdom divided again}! itſeif is brought 
to deſolation, let us proceed to conſider what ſpecies of 
Civil Diſſention it is to which theſe deſtructive conſequen- 
ces are aſcribed. 

And here we are not to imagine, that all inteſtine divi- 
ſions come up to this deſcription: Ihere muſt be parties in 
the ſtate, as well as hereſies in the church, fince diverſity 
of opinion is the natural refult of human fallibility. Per- 
haps Loyalty and real Patriotiſm are as much manifeſted by 
theſe trials, as ſoundnels in the Faith by the other. But 
Parties may be divided againſt cach other, and the conſti- 
tation ſtill be at unity in itſelf; for all mixed governments 
(like our own) in fome degree reſemble the ſtructure of the 
univerſe, in wich the oppolite powers of Action and Re- 
action mutually contribute to connect and cement the whole. 

Indeed when the rage of party ſwells beyond its bounds, 
the public may ſeverely feel its effects; but ſo long as the 
ſeveral fact ions continue fincere in their attachment to the 
conſtitution, and wauld unanimouſly join in promoting its 
intereſt, it they could agree about the proper means: How- 
ever their divided opinions may diſturb the peace, they do 
not endanger the ſafety of the realm, and therefore are 
not thoſe diviſions which bring a kingdom to deſolation: 
Into the nature ot which I proceed now to enquire. 

The firſt and higheſt example of theſe unnatural and 
waſtetul diſſentions, is an actual ſtate of civil war; the 
dreadtul effects of which are too notorious, and the miſc r- 
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able condition of a people involved in that calamity too 
evident, to need any proof that it comes up to the de- 
ſcription in the text, in the firſt and ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the 
words. 

But 2dly. A kingdom may be divided againſt itſelf, long 
before it reaches this ruinous period: There are diviſions 
which may prove as fatal to the ſtate as open rebellion, and 
intrigues, as well as arms, may bring a kingdom to deſo- 
lation. 

When a King and his People are engaged in the purſuit 
of oppoſite intereſts, and that mutual confidence ſo neceſ- 
ſary to their common ſecurity, is turned into jealouſy and 
diſtruſt.---When one branch of the conſtitution attempts to 
enlarge its authority, by encroaching on the lawful jurif- 
diction of another.---Or when the people, ſuſpecting the 
integrity of their repreſentatives, no longer place that re- 
liance upon them, which is neceſſary to give weight to their 
proceedings; but, inſtead of ſupporting them in thoſe 
powers and priviledges (which they hold for the ſake of 
their conſtituents, rather than for their own) abſurdly join in 
attempting to abrogate or abridge them, on every little 
temporary inconvenience that may attend the exertion of 
them; thus weakening the hands of that body, to whom 
the protection of their liberties is intruſted: In all theſe 
caſes, a kingdom is divided againſt itlelf. 

3dly. When every rank and order of the community are 
in a ſtate of hoſtility againſt each other: When the com- 
monality, inſtead of being protected and cheriſhed by their 


ſuperiors, 
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ſuperiors, complain that they are injured and oppreſſed ; 
When the nobility, gentry, and clergy, inſtead of duty, 
reſpect, and eſteem, meet with inſult and reproach. 
Wherever the fault may lie, it cannot be denied, that a 
kingdom in ſuch an unhappy fituation is truly divided a- 
gainſt itſelt. And tho' under all theſe diſadvantages it may 
yet enjoy an apparent peace, and to the ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver, ſeem flouriſhing and ſecure; the diſeaſe lies lurking 
in its vitals, and ripe for breaking out with violence the 
upon the farſt favourable occaſion. Thus may the drawn 
{word hang over our heads ſuſpended by a ſingle hair, and 
yet give us no diſturbance, except we calt up our eyes and 
behold our danger. 

Theſe are a few inſtances of that fatal ſpecies of diſſention 
which divideth a kingdom againſt itſelf. And we have 
Divine authority to aſſert, that wherever theſe diviſions 
exiſt in any eminent degree, public deſolation muſt be the 
conſequence. May God avert it from this age and nation! 
But diſmal as the proſpect is, it concerns us nearly to look 
into our own preſent ſituation, and examine whether there 
are not evident ſymptoms of this plague being already be- 
gun among us, and juſt ready to thew it{clt in all its 
dreadful circumſtances, if the ikill of our political phyficians, 
or a ſudden and happy change in the temperament of the 
people, doth not ſpeedily check and extinguith the diſ- 
caſe. 3 
The ſpirit of faction in every part of the Britiſh empire 
is rilen to ſuch a pitch, as no nation in a ſtate of profeſſed 
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domeſtic peace ever yet exhibited an example of: Ard the 
true quarrel does not ſeem to be againſt particular meaſures 
of government, or certain perſons employed in the admi- 
niftration of it, but againſt all government whatſocver. 
The former is, indeed, the pretence, but the various chan- 
ges of men and meaſures which have been complicd with 
to no purpoſe, in hopes of gratilying and appealing the 
diſcontented, is a proof that pretended grievances ar? not 
the real cauſe of their murmurs and remonſtrances. Legal 
liberty is their cry, but adſolute independence is the mark 
at which they aim, except thoſe among them whem ambi- 
tion and ſfelt-intereſt urges to fiill more unjuſtifiable and 
leſs honourable ends. 

I am far from ſuppoſing theſe to be the true motives of 
all thoſe who are diſſatisfied with their preſent rulers. The 
body of the people are commonly free fiom any evil de- 
ſigus againſt their country; but experience has fully proved, 
how eaſily they are milled by the ſuggeſtions of more art- 
ful heads than their own, to join in the worſt of meaſures 

from the beſt of principles, a zeal for Liberty and the public 
good There ſeems to be ſomething fo faſcinating in that 
facred word, that it always difables them from ſceing thro' 
the molt baretaced impoſture, and qualifies any one who 
has the aſſurance to make Liberty the pretence, to lad the 
infatuated herd blindtold to their own deſſruction, let his 
character and actions have what tendency they will. That 
this is a faithful repreſentation of the preſent ſtate of Fac- 
tion in theſe kingdoms, is what 1 bcheve no perſon will de- 
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ny, 2 thoſe whoſe intereſts or connexions engage them 
to deeply in the queſtion, to be impartial judges. And 
if Civil War and Deſolation be not the final reſult of 
this univerſal ferment, it muſt either be owing to the im- 
mediate influence of that Providence who Hilleth the rag- 
ins of the ſea and the madneſs of the people, or to the felf- 
ith eſfeminacy of the age, which trembles at the thought 
of putting their own lives and properties to the hazard, 
tho” it ſcruples not to throw every thing beſides into anar- 
chy and confuſion. 

This fatal and deſtructive ſpirit of Sedition with which 
every part of theſe nations is infected, diſcovers itſelf in 
various ſhapes, according to the reſpective circumſtances- 
and intereſts of the different provinces which compoſe the 
extenſive empire of Great Britain; but tho” all are, more 
or leſs, under the influence of this ſpreading contagion, it 
has no where a more malignant aſpect, than in the neigh- 
bouring parts of this once happy and loyal iſland: A Coun- 
try which has hitherto been looked upon, both at home 
and abroad, as the beſt ſecurity to the religion and govern- 
ment here eſtablithed; the ſeat of induſtry and commerce, 
and the ſource of all our national wealth. Alas, how is 
the proſpect changed! What perſon within theſe few years 
paſt would have believed it poſſible, that thoſe who have 
been held forth as a Pattern to the reſt of the kingdom tor 
Induſtry, integrity, and reſpe& to the laws, ſhould have 
been the Firſt to ſet the pernicious example of taking up 


arms againſt thoſe laws, to which their dutiful ſubmiſſion 
C has 


. 

has been ſo long their happineſs and their boaſt? That they 
who, upon all occaſions, have vaunted themſclves on being 

the beſt ſubjects that the King poſſeſſed, while the reſt of 
their fellow ſubjects proceeded no farther than venting their 
reſentment in ſeditious writings and diſcourſe, or, at worſt, 
in ſuch popular tumults, as rather expreſs inſolence than 
diſaffection, and leave no ill conſequences behind them: 
That the Proteſtants of the North ſhould be the firſt to 
carry their diſcontent into actual Treaſon and Rebellion ? 
For ſuch has been their crime; nor can the acquittal of 
the offenders, whether by the lenity of their juries, or 
from the public diſlike to the mode of their trial, in any 

reſpect alter, or even palliate, the nature of the offence. 
And tho' the flame appears now to be, in ſome degree, 
ſmothered and ſuppreſſed, and the country once more ſeems 
to wear the aſpect of peace, the fire, I am afraid, ſtill lies 
lurking in its embers, ready to burſt out afreſh with new 
violence, upon the firſt removal or relaxation of that force 
which originally checked its progreſs. For while the ſame 
ſpirit of diſſatisfaction continues to ſubſiſt, while the real 
or pretended grievances, which were the cauſe of it, ſtill 
remain unredreſſed, what reaſon have we to flatter our- 
ſelves that it is not equally ready to ſhew itſelf upon the 
firſt fair occaſion, in the ſame ruinous effects as before? 
For what country may with greater truth be ſaid to be 
divided againſt itſelf, than that in which every rank and 
order of men are at variance with each other? Where the 
Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, have loſt all influence oo 
tne 


11 ] 

the minds of the People, and inſtead of being looked up to 
as their patrons, their protectors, and their friends, are 
hated and reviled as their enemies and oppreſſors; all mu- 
tual confidence being loſt, and whatever ſhadow of au- 
thority or reſpect ſtill ſeems to ſubſiſt, being only ſuch as 
wealth and power on the one hand, and indigence and 
tear on the other, muſt always produce. 

In the midſt of this gloomy ſcene, while the ſtorm ſeems 
to be gathering all around us, it is with the moſt fincere 
fatisfation | reflect, that this loyal City and its neigh- 
bouring diſtrict have ſtill kept themſelves uninfected by 
the general contagion. Animated as they have ever been 
with hereditary principles of genuine Liberty, they have 
on all occaſions thewn themſelves not leſs exemplary for 
their obedience to the laws, and their dutiful ſubmiſſion 
to juſt authority, the beſt and only ſecurity for thoſe liber- 
ties which they enjoy. I truſt that they will always per- 
ſevere in the ſame happy diſpoſition, and be as ready to take 
up arms, if neceſſary, in defence of the Conſtitution when 
attacked by ſeditious violence, as they have once been to 
ſupport it againſt tyranny and illegal oppreſſion. We have 
already, in ſome degree, experienced the advantage of this - 
prudent and laudable conduct, in the profound tranquility 
which we have enjoyed, while the adjacent country was a 
ſcene of confuſion and diſtreſs. Continue to purſue the 
ſame, if any freſh troubles ſhould ariſe ; and doubt not 
but that you will be able to repell and chaſtiſe all inſolent 
Invaders of your peace, and again have the honour of be- 
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ing an aſylum for ſuch diſtreſſed ſtrangers as ſul fly to 
you for rctuge and protection. We cannot, indeed, pre- 
vent nor cure the unhappy diviſions of our deluded fellow 
ſubjects but while we are a city that is at unity with itlelf, 
we may keep theſe diſorders at a diſtance; and, at leaſt, 
preſerve ourſelves from that Deſolation which muſt be 
their conſequence wherever they exiſt in any eminent de- 
gree. 

It may, perhaps, be ſaid, that the grievances of which 
the people of this province complain, are too well ground- 
ed; and ſhall they tamely continue to ſubmit ti:emlclves 
to oppreſſions, which, by a reſolute oppolition, they may 
perhaps remove? Shall they baſely lie down and crouch 
under their burdens, when, by a vigorous effort, they 
may ſhake them off? Alas! whatever may be the iſſue 
of ſuch attempts, the remedy is far worſe than the diſ- 
caſe; for without entering into the merits of the queſtion, 
whether the poor of this kingdom have juſt cauſe to 
murmur or otherwiſe, yet any attempt to redreſs them- 
ſelves by violence and rebellion, muſt certainly bring de- 
ſolation upon their country and ruin upon themſelves, even 
tho' it were attended with ſucceſs, which is a ſuppoſition 
far from all probability, as ſhall be ſhewn in its proper 
place. 

For in all attempts to redreſs public grievances of this 
nature by force, ſome oppoſition muſt be looked for, be- 
fore the government and principal inhabitants of the coun- 
try are reduced to ſubmit to the demands of the inſurgents. 
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The firſt will never tamely conſent to have its authority 
inſulted, nor the latter their juſt rights and propei ties in- 
vaded, till they have firſt tried how far a proper exertion 
of that force, which God has put into their hands, may be 
ſufficient to defend them. Experience has already ſhewn 
that the diſorder has gained too much ground for legal 
oppoſition to controul it; it is highly probable, therefore, 
that the next appeal will be to the deciſion of the Sword. 
The immediate conſequence of which (excluſive of the 
lives that muſt be ſacrificed in the conflict) will be an uni- 
verſal ſpirit of diſſipation and confuſion, a total ceſſation 
of all agriculture, manufacture, and commerce; the cer- 
rain effects of which are Poverty, Famine, and every ſpe- 
cies of Miſery and Diſtreſs: Rapine, Violence, and Mur- 
der, committed at diſcretion on both fides with entire 
impunity ; for in a ſtate of War, the Laws are filent ; 
and there 1s no other method of redreſs but retaliation, 
which only ſpreads and encreaſes the diſorder. Thoſe re- 
putable and wealthy inhabitants, who now expend their 
property at home to the emolument of their tenants and 
their country, muſt either engage in the quarrel, or deſert 
it through neceſſity, and ſeek an aſylum where they can 
remain in ſecurity and peace. I hoſe flouriſhing markets, 
which are now the ſupport of this province and its pride, 
would ſoon be abandoned, by dealers of every kind trans- 
terring their attendance to thoſe parts of the kingdom, 
where they could proſecute their buſineſs without diſturb- 
ance; the courſe of trade would thus be turned into a 
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new channel; and when once we hid fo driven it from us 
by our own indiſcretion, it would be years, nay, ages, 
before we could recover it again. Thoſe who are the 
leaſt acquainted with the nature of Commerce, well know, 
that it can only flouriſh where there is peace; that it in- 
ſtantly flies away from tumults of every kind ; and being 
once diverted, how difficult it is to bring it back to its 
former courſe. 

This is but an imperfet ſketch of that Deſolation, 
which any freſh attempt to diſturb the peace of this coun- 
try muſt inevitably bring upon it: Happy if it were only 
to fall on the heads of its diſturbers ; but in all public ca- 
lamities, the innocent, as well as the guilty, are involved 
in the common ruin. And is the removal of any griev- 
ance or oppreſſion now complained of, worth purchaſing 
at ſo dear a price? Were the cauſe unqueſtionably juſt, 
and the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe indiſputable, yet theſe 
conſiderations would deter any friend to his country's in- 


tereſts, or his own, from ſeexing redreſs by ſuch deſtructive 


meaſures. Much more when it ſhall appear, that the ſuc- 1 


ceſs of a popular inſurrection in this kingdom is morally 
impoſſible; and that whatever temporary advantages they 
may gain over the more reſpectable, tho' leſs numerous 
part of their fellow ſubjects, they muſt at laſt moſt cer- 
tainly be defeated in their defign, and bring the venge- 
ance of an incenſed government, and an injured and juſtly 
exaſperated enemy, upon their guilty heads. ” 
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To give a popular inſurrection any colour of ſucceſs, it 
i; abſolutely requiſite that ſome perſons of ſuperior weight 
and abilities ſhould be engaged in it, to ſupport it with 
their influence and counſel, to preſerve order among the 
mixed multitude, and to conduct their proceedings with 
uniformity and diſcipline. Where this has been wanting, 
the conſtant experience of all ages has ſhewn, that num-- 
bers, or even valour, are of little moment. The largeſt 
body of men without experienced leaders, is but like a 
rope of ſand, which has no coherence nor cement 1n itſelf, 
but will fall to pieces on a touch. The firſt regular op- 
oſition that they meet with, diſſipates and confounds 
them; and when once they ceaſe to be compact, they are 
ro longer formidable, their counſels and their actions being. 
equally weak and unſtable. 
Such is the caſe of thoſe wretched peaſants who have 
lately difquieted the peace of this Province, and ſtill me- 
nace it with new diſturbances. Without leaders, without 
diſcipline, without even unanimity to give vigour to their 
proceedings, in declared oppoſition to their ſuperiors of 
every claſs, whom they have injured and incenſed, by at- 
tacking their perſons, their properties, and their conſci- 
ences, Under all theſe diſadvantages, it is eaſy to foreſee, 
what maſt be the fianl iſſue of their contention againſt the 
united weight of the Power, the Property, and the Wiſ- 
dom of the whole kingdom. 
But perhaps they may derive confidence from their num- 
bers, and think that multitudes and perſeverance muſt at 
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jJ-ogth prevail againſt every other ad vantage on the fide of 
their oppoſers. Yet, even admitting the poſſibility of this 
luppoſition, it will not enſure them ſucceſs; for, if even 
the whole force of lreland be inſufficient to deal with its 
rebellious natives, a more powerful refource is at hand: 
The peace and tie Jaws of this kingdom muſt at all events 
be maintained, and Great Britain is at lerfure to chaſtiſe 
its {cditious ſubjects, and aſſert the dignity of its govern- 
ment, in its exterior dominions ſt ll eaſier than at home, 
{ince that is a meaſure in which all its jarring fadtions will 
moſt heartily concur. 

In ſhort, another inſurrection like the laſt, would be 
popular madneſs in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the word ; and 
if the motives of it were 'as honourable and glorious as 
they are really unjuſtifiable, could only end in the confu- 
fon of thoſe who were engaged in it, the deſolation of 
this country for ages to come, and perhaps in the entire 
loſs of thoſe liberties, which its inhabitants had thus ſhewn 
themſelves fo unworthy to poſſeſs. 

This confideration, whatever terror it may carry with it 
to the ſeditious and diſaffected, is moſt ſatisfactory to all 
that are friends to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, and to 
the ſecurity of their religion and property in this kingdom. 
It is perhaps to this circumſtance alone, that we owe the 
preſervation of both, in the midſt of domeſtic enemies who 
ſo greatly exceed us in numbers and ſtrength, who have 
been taught by paſt experience, that the Britiſh intereſt in 
Ireland may be overpowercd for a time, and yet riſe again 
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out of its ruins with greater luſtre than before, as ſoon as 
its parent country ſhall exert herſelf in its cauſe, even to 
the deſtruction and extirpation of all its enemies. 

They little underſtand the true intereſt of Ireland, who 
ſigh for independency, who wiſh to ſhake off the protec- 
tion of a Power, under whoſe ſhadow they have fo long 
been ſafe. However advantageous ſuch a ſtate might be 
to a country where the bulk of the people profeſſed the 
eſtabliſhed religion, and the whole community had the 
ſame intereſt to purſue; if this divided kingdom was 
abandoned to itſelf, if the conſtitution had no other ſu 
port but in the number of its own members and friends, 
the property of the whole iſland would ſoon change its 
maſters, and the Proteſtant religion give place to that of 
the ſtrongeſt party in the ſtate; or, perhaps, like Britain 
itſclf, after it was deſerted by the Romans, we ſhould firſt 
be torn to pieces by our own inteſtine feuds, and at length 
become an eaſy prey to ſome new invader, 

But however juſtly we may rely on the exertion of the 
Britiſh power for our preſent and future ſecurity, it is our 
duty, at the ſame time, not to be wanting to ourſelves. A 
time may again come, when the domeſtic troubles of 
Great Britain may deprive us of her aſſiſtance on an emer- 
gency when we want it moſt. Prudence, therefore, ſhould 
incite us to take ſuch precautions as may preſerve our 
tranquility, and rather deſtroy the ſeeds of future rebel- 
lions before they ariſe, than ſuffer them to grow to a head, 
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in confidence of our own, or any other, force being ſuffi- 
cient to ſuppreſs them. 

And firſt, notwithſtanding the blame which is juſtly 
due to the violent and ſeditious proceedings of our fellow 
ſubjects, in which we have happily had no ſhare, it may 
well deſerve our conſideration, whether thoſe with whom 
we are more nearly connected, may not alſo have ſome 
grievances to complain of, ſome abuſes that deſerve a re- 
medy, tho they have taken · no ſuch unjuſtifiable methods 
of expreſſing their reſentment. Redreſs comes with an ill 
grace, when it is extorted by terror or force; but when it 
is the voluntary reſult of juſtice or compaſhon, it ſeldom 
fails of meeting with a ſuitable return of gratitude and 
attachment from thoſe who feel its effects. A ſmall ad- 
dition of income, wrung out of the ſweat and toil of the 
induſtrious Poor, is a ſorry compenſation for the loſs of 
their affection and eſteem, if that were the only evil that 
attended this ſpecies of Avarice and Extortion ; ſtill leſs, 
when we conſider that it may alſo endanger the peace of 
our country, and the ſecurity of all that we poſſeſs. 

It may, perhaps, be objected, that ſtipulations of this 
kind are voluntary; and ſince no man is charged more for 
the land he occupies than he has conſented to pay, no in- 
juſtice can be done him. But this method of reaſoning is 
highly fallacious. Let the oppreſſive Landlord aſk his 
own conſcience, whether he has taken no advantage of his 

Tenant's neceſſity or ignorance, to engage him to promiſe 
more than the intrinſic worth of his land ; that is, 2 
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than he can dedu& out of the produce, and yet reſerve 
ſuch a comfortable ſubſiſtence, as ever ought to be the re- 
ward of honeſt induſtry. If that be the caſe, ſuppoſing 
the agreement to have been perfectly free and voluntary, 
he has yet impoſed upon the ignorance and inexperience of 
his neighbour, and is guilty of a fraud. If, on the con- 
trary, he knew the nature of the demand, and tho' he 
was ſenſible of the hardneſs of the terms, diſtreſs obliged 
kim to comply with them: To take advantage of that 
diſtreſs, is oppreſſion. An agreement under ſuch circum— 
ſtances, would, in any other inſtance, be deemed unjuſt j 
and why it ſhould be otherwiſe in this caſe only, is more 
than I can poſhbly diſcover. 

But if Avarice and Rapacity be unjuſtifiable in thoſe 
who are under no particular ties, but thoſe of Juſtice and 
Humanity, they are infinitely more inexcuſable in thoſe 
whoſe very profeſſion calls them to the exerciſe of bene-- 
volence and contempt of riches in an exemplary. degree, 
and whoſe revenues were given them for the purpoſes of 
Charity, Liberality, and Good Works: Oppreſſion and 
Extortion in a Clergyman is ſuch a ſoleciſm in character, 
that I am willing to believe there are much fewer inſtances 
of it than is commonly imagined. Wherever it really 
exiſts, it is truly deteſtable, the occaſion of much ſcandal 
to the cauſe of Religion, and may, in the end, furniſh an 
apology for depriving the Church of a diſcretionary power 
over thoſe rights and poſſeſſions, of which thoſe unworthy 


members have made ſo ill an uſe. 
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Beit admitting theſe complaints to be for the moſt part 
without foundation, as I believe they are, it is yet matter 
ct prudence as well as duty in this critigal time of dan- 
ger, to relax ſomething of our juſt rights and pretentions.; 
to err, if it be an error, rather on the liberal fide, and 
thus endeavour to regain the alienated affed ions of our diſ- 
treſſed flocks, whom poverty, or perhaps the oppreſſion of 
others, has rendered incapable of doing juſtice alſo to us. 

By ſuch healing meaſures as theſe, we may perhaps a- 
gain reſtore a durable peace and unanimity to this diſ- 
tracted country, without the fatal expedient of having re- 
courſe to arms te quell ſedition. And if ſome ſuch mea- 
{ures be not ſpeedily purſued, the bringing a few wretched 
victims to juſtice, will have little effect in checking the 
progreſs of ſo wide ſpreading and ſo deeply rooted a diſ- 
order. T3 

The Proteſtants of this kingdom eſpecially are bound 
by the ſtrongeſt tie (their common ſecurity) to avoid all 
diviſions among themſelves. They have a numerous and 
vigilant enemy to guard againſt, formidable enough to re- 
quire their united oppoſition ; an enemy that obſerves with 
pleaſure, how greatly our inteſtine diſputes tend to weaken 
our intereſt and promote their own. In other countries it 
is a ſort of maxim, that the number of inhabitants are the 
ſtrength and ſecurity of the ſtate; but Ireland is an un- 
fortunate exception to this general rule. This conſidera- 
tion ſhould alarm us into union, and excite us to live to- 
gether as friends and brethren; and whenſoever we "_ 
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with men buſy in ſowiag jealouſy and dividing Proteſtants, 
let their pretences be what they may, we thould mark 
thoſe men, and avoid them, accounting them Popiſh 
emiſſaries in diſguiſe, and enemies to the religion and li- 
berties of this country. 

Laſtly, let us heartily unite in defence and ſupport oſ 
that Government, by which alone our rights and proper- 
ties can be effectually protected. An irregular purſuit of 
Liberty in its exceſs, is the likelieſt means of letting in 
Tyranny upon us, and ſacrificing the object of our wiſhes 
to our own unreaſonable fears and reſentments. There is 
nothing more inconſiſtent with a true regard to Legal Li- 
berty, than that factious ſpirit of Independence which 
applauds every attack upon Government as an effort of 
Patriotiſm; another ſpecious word, which, however miſap- 
plied, is found capable of ſeducing the unthinking multitude 
to zeal and fury they know not why. It has been ſhewn, 
that Sedition is a dreadful method of redreſſing even ſuch 
grievances as are real; let it be our care not to create ima 
ginary ones, and grow malicious under that extraordinary 
ſhare of Liberty which we now enjoy. The true Patriot 
will conſider every degree of public diviſion as a ſtep to- 
wards public deſolation; for tho' the cloud of Faction be 
at firſt no bigger than a man's hand, it may at laſt over- 
ſpread our whole horizon with horror and darkneſs, and 
burſt upon us in ſuch a ſtorm, as may overwhelm our 
country with univerſal ruin and contuſion. 
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If we fincerely defire the continuance of that peace and 
proſperity which we have long enjoyed; if we are anxious 
for the ſecurity and encreaſe of the Proteſtant intereſt ; if 
we wiſh to preſerve our country from deſolation, our pro- 
perties, and even our liberties, from invaſion; let us con- 
cur with zeal and unanimity in our ſeveral ſtations to main- 
tain that excellent Conſtitution, in which Liberty and 
Obedience are ſo happily blended: And inſtead of being 
jealous of that moderate ſhare of power with which the 
State is ſtill inveſted, let us, at this dangerous juncture, 
aſſiſt rather to ſtrengthen the hands of Government, that 
it may be able effectually to wield the ſword committed to 
its charge, for the protection of this People and the true 
Religion eſtabliſhed among us. And may the God of Peace, 
who maketh men to be of one mind in an houſe, ſtabliſh, 


Arengtben, ſettle, us. To him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. 


